
 
HINTS AND TIPS FOR STALL HOLDERS 

 
 
Thank you for taking part in A Plus Market as a stall holder 
 
Holding a market stall can be daunting even for the seasoned professional. If this is your first 
stall, wel don for giving it a go. Above all this experience should be fun and result in some extra 
dollars in your pocket and some extra room in your wardrobe. 
 
Compiled here are some ideas and hints to help you feel more confident and prepared for 
market day. 
 
Less is More! 
Firstly, this is THE most important aspect of a successful stall.  
Having high quality easily accessible products translates to those products moving. Racks that 
are overfull, crammed with clothes and stalls that are cluttered are both overwhelming and 
difficult to navigate.  
 
We all have swathes of clothes that we need to release from our lives, and therefore we all are 
becoming very discerning with our purchases. Offering for sale the best of your excess is the 
way to go. Too mainstream chain brands (KMart and Millers etc) are cheap to buy new and are 
generally of lower quality therefore their resale value is quite limited.  
 
Display  
You are much more likely to rehome your stock if people can see and find it easily. It is a 
big market with a lot on offer so being easily accessible is extremely beneficial.  
 
Table displays 
Tables are great for displaying jewellery, shoes, handbags etcetera. Again, keeping 
things uncluttered is the key.  
Using a plain coloured or lightly patterned piece of fabric to cover the table can help keep 
things looking neat and help your products to stand out. Too displaying things at 
different heights can help both fit more things in and be visually enticing. Just about 
anything can be used to create some height differentiation in your table display; jewellery 
trees, small drawers, boxes, baskets and even shoes boxes. 
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Hanging and sorting clothes 
The best way to display your clothes are on racks. 
 
Racks - If you don’t already own a rack ask around your friends, family, coworkers or even you 
local karma facebook group to see if you can borrow one or more for the day. 
If you do decide that you need to purchase a rack, you will find relatively cheap ones at any 
chain department store. Be aware though these can be quite unstable and not withstand the 
weight of the clothing you wish to display. Consider the weight rating and how it the racks are 
assembled i.e. will you need a screwdriver or allen key, will it be simple and quick. Will it fit in 
your transport if it can’t be easily unassembled.  
 
Hangers - the velvet hangers seem to be the most effective in being light-weight and non slip. 
There are so many ways to arrange and sort your clothes. Research suggests people prefer 
clothes sorted by style than by size i.e. all your dresses together and then arranged by size. You 
however may choose to sort things by size, colour or season. 
 
Black, black and more black 
There are a lot of black clothes! It can be difficult to see and sort through a bank of black 
clothing all in one block. If you can scatter your black up a little, it will help each piece stand out 
more. 
 
Displaying a special piece or styled outfit on the end of your racks can be a great way to attract 
interest. 
 
How much???? 
This is forever, the question that is asked “what price point should everything be?” 
And it is a very difficult question to answer.  
In my experience people price quite cheaply, though as shoppers get more and more discerning 
in that they are only buying things that they really love and believe they will use, therefore it’s 
not really the price point that will convince them to buy it or not. 
As an example, if I love a particular dress, it fits me and I have places to wear it I will likely buy it 
for a reasonable price i.e whether it is $5 or 30 isn’t going to persuade me either way. 
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Do make your prices clear, either displaying a sign with standardised prices (all dress $x) or 
marking each piece individually will help people feel comfortable making their choices. 
 
There are so many ways to set your prices. It comes down to what you feel comfortable with 
and what your goal is. Consider if you want the highest possible price or to move as much as 
possible, most of us want both so a happy medium is usually the answer. Remember you can 
change it on the day or as the day goes along. 
 
Questions to ask yourself  
      -    What did I originally pay for this item? 

- If I was buying it second hand what would I be happy to pay for it? 
- How much would this item be on sale from the retailer? 
- What is the lowest price I would accept for this item? 

Marrying up these answers to make a unified price. 
Knowing the answer to the last question - what is the lowest you will accept is the most 
important. It will help you confidently negotiate. Both letting an item you love less than you 
wanted and still having the item at the end of the day after refusing an offer can be frustrating. 
 
Donate 
At the end of the day if you have unsold clothes that you don’t want to take home, please 
consider donating them to charity. A representative from Red Cross Australia will be onsite at 
the end of the market day and be grateful to collect your donation to distribute throughout their 
charity network. 
 
Money! - you will need a kitty 
Depending on the price point of your clothes you will need between $100  and $200 in 
your float in your kitty. If you price everything in increments of fives you are less likely to 
need any coinage. Be prepared to be able to break two fifties and two twenties.  
Keep your kitty safe - the best way to do this is to keep it in a small bag on your person at 
all times. 
Please feel welcome to use any payment system you prefer, paypal, bank transfer - all 
totally up to you. We are not involved in your transactions. 
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Promote the market 
As the organiser I work really hard and smart to promote the market to enthuse as many people 
as possible to attend to rehome your stuff. Assistance from each one of you is greatly 
appreciated and invaluable.  
Having everyone that is involved tell their networks the farther the word is spread throughout the 
greater community. More people know, more people come - it’s a win win for everyone. 
 
How? 

- Simply tell people 
- Use social media - share and invite people to the A Plus Market Facebook events. Share 

and like our posts on Facebook and Instagram  
 
My number one tip on how to have a fun and rewarding day is to be open, happy and 
communicative with people. 
The ethos of our market is to build community based on encouragement and support. To be 
mindful of how our language and actions may impact others. 
We hope to foster a safe space where size, age, gender, class, health, ability, disability, religion 
or ethnicity is not judged.  
Our community is diverse. We hope and aim to foster a body positive environment, however 
body love is not a prerequisite to attend. Each individual will be on their own individual path and 
that is completely OK. Clothing shopping, body focussed activities can be triggering for each 
and every one of us so please be mindful of both others and your own self care.  
If you want to add a sign on your stall requesting ‘body neutral or body positive comments only’ 
please do so.  
 


